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ART  &  CRAFT  IN  THE  CATHEDRAL 
On July 25th Bishop Bill Ray opened 
the eighth, and by far the largest, 
Friends of St James Art and Craft 
Exhibition. One hundred and eighty 
people enjoyed the Cathedral ambience 
while selecting works to take home. 
When the Friends began these 
exhibitions, there were two Council 
Galleries and only two independent 
galleries in Townsville, so artists 
eagerly sought opportunities to show 
their work. Now numerous small 
independent galleries are open all year 
round, and four new exhibitions opened 
during the ten days of the Friends’ 
exhibition. This year’s impressively 

large collection owes much to the 
support of artists and craftpersons 
(twenty more than last year), the hard 
work and networking of our tiny 
committee, and the freely given labour 
of the Dean Rod MacDonald and Penny 
and the Cathedral team who move the 
pews and stands, help with opening 
night refreshments and generally keep 

the Cathedral looking its best. 
Our success is particularly heartening at 
a time when Townsville’s economy is 
still in the doldrums, and many of our 
traditional demographic are downsizing 

rather than building 
collections. One 
hundred more 
paintings alone than 
we had last year 
overflowed the stands 
and were displayed on 
pews, easels and 
tables among the 
ceramics, woodwork, 
jewelry, glass, 
wearable art, 
cushions, fibre crafts 
and cards. 
Steve Hawkins’s The 
Lighthouse, painted 
on heavy wooden 
boards, won the 

Mission to Seafarers’ Maritime Award, 
and renowned artist Anneke Silver’s A 
Waking Angel …  won the Friends of St 
James prize for the design of a souvenir 
card to be sold in the Cathedral.  
The exhibition is open to all: established 
artists mix with beginners, and both 
strands find their public. Uli Liessmann 
and David Rowe paint massive biblical 

subjects in their different and 
very challenging styles. Peter 
Lawson and Ruth Heiner 
handle traditional themes with 
their usual mastery; we see 
delicate and evocative work 
from Tony Fitzsimmons, Renet 
Botha’s dreamy musicians, and 
Steve and Sharon Crowe’s 
graphic exuberance. Several 
brilliant caftans and silk and 
wool wraps by local designers 
Pip Earl and Jenny O’Regan 
are tried on, paraded, and 

eventually purchased by Australian 
Festival of Chamber Music visitors from 
Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra.  
People buy art here because it gives them 
joy. To one visitor her painting of Mt 
Stuart recalls her distant childhood.  A 
smiling young buyer says of her own 
purchase, “It makes me feel happy just to 
look at it!”. While a retired couple are 
delighted with Coralie McClintock’s 
picture of a dog, “because we are not 
allowed to have one where we live now”, 
a choir master loves his abstracts. Buyers 
tell us where they are hanging their new 
works, and how they plan to rearrange 
existing ones; some are having purchases 
framed or re-framed. From overseas a 
supporter falls in love with the painting 
shown in a Townsville Bulletin 
photograph.  
We are already planning for 2019. We 
may have to lower slightly the number of 
paintings from each artist (or perhaps 
arrange a pop-up Cathedral for the 
overflow!), but you can be sure we will 
be looking for new and different art 
experiences to delight visitors. Does this 
sound like something you would enjoy? 
Plan to come next year…enter an art or 
craft work…or join us, the Friends, to be 
part of next year's exhibition. 
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Sexual Abuse contact line: 1800 242 544 or 07 3835 2266  

Dear Friends 
 

The worship was a great joy but it also brought me up 
short. Last weekend I celebrated and preached at the 
Harvest Festival held at St Mary’s Atherton within the 
Atherton Tablelands Ministry Unit. It was great to see the 
fruit and vegetables decorating the Church, highlighting 
the diversity of produce that is grown on the Tablelands.  
This wonderful range of foods also highlighted God’s 
provision to us. I never cease to be amazed that through 
eating each of the fruits and vegetables, our bodies receive 
the necessary minerals and nutrients to keep us fit and 
healthy. I just marvel at the way God has created the 
world so that we can live and enjoy life.   

 

Given that we can buy, either fresh or frozen and most 
fruits and vegetables are all year round now (I 
acknowledge it is sometimes at a cost) we have lost 
something of the understanding of seasonal vegetables. 
Yet, there is a season for each vegetable and fruit. These 
seasons are a part of the rhythm of life. When I was 
growing up on the land, I was very aware that there was a 
season for sowing crops in the paddocks and vegetables in 
the garden, as there was a time for harvesting the various 
plants.  

 

Each one of us pass through various seasons as we 
journey through life. At the start of chapter three, the 
writer of the book of Ecclesiastes has this to say, “For 
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven” (NRSV). The chapter goes on to outline 
that there is a time to be born and a time to die, a time to 
plant and a time to harvest, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance, as well as a time to speak and a time to keep silent, 
to name just a few areas of life that are mentioned in this 
chapter.   

For Robin and I, 
we are coming to the 
end of our season of 
ministry here in North 
Queensland. It has 
been a season of 
eleven and half years, 
a season of many 
blessings, some 
challenges and 
opportunities to seek new ways of making the unchanging 
Gospel of Jesus Christ relevant to the increasing number 
of people who are distant from the faith and the Church.  It 
has been a season of great learning about the various 
cultures and industries that make up this wonderful 
Diocese. Above all, it has been a season of ministering 
with a wonderful group of faithful people.   

 

As our season comes to an end and we move onto the 
next season of life that God is calling us to, Robin and I 
want to assure you of our continued prayers as you elect a 
new bishop. Our prayers will be with the new bishop as he 
or she comes to know the Diocese.   

 

There was a time for us to come to the Diocese as 
Bishop and Robin and I do really believe that the time has 
come for the next season in the life of the Diocese.  

 

So we thank you for your love, support, encouragement 
and above all for your faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.   

 

With our love and continued 
prayers for you and the Diocese.   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Earlier this year, Rev Jim and Lesley 
Ramsay led about thirty people from 
The Good Shepherd Anglican 
through their Building Better 
Marriages course. It was an excellent 
day with every person giving 
positive feedback. Maybe you could 
host Jim and Lesley at your church 
and also benefit? 
 

We began by looking at God’s 
‘blueprint’ for marriage from 
Genesis and Ephesians, then looked 
at the topics of: security and 
significance, emotions and real 
acceptance, longings and yearnings, 
conflict, sexual intimacy, marriage 
and ministry, and appreciation. 
Following the course, those couples 
who could do so had a ‘date night’. 
There was a good mix of upfront 
teaching/role modelling/examples 
by Jim and Lesley and some videos, 

BUILDING  BETTER  MARRIAGES 
and time that couples spent together 
talking about their own marriage. No 
person or couple, however, had to 
share anything with the group about 
their own marriage. 

Jim and Lesley have been married for 
47 years, have four adult children and 
eleven grandchildren. Jim is a retired 
Anglican Minister – he and Lesley 
ministered in multiple churches and 

ministries for over forty years. 
They are now very active in 
‘retirement’. Lesley is also a 
recognised Bible teacher herself, 
and has written or co-written 
“What women really want need”; 
“Just start talking: introducing 
Jesus into your conversations” and 
“A taste for life.” 
 

I highly recommend this course for 
your church; it was very helpful for 
ours. I can provide contact details 
for Jim and Lesley if you would 
like to investigate the possibility 
further. 

 

Rev. Cameron Wills 
Edge Hill 
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knowledge of the Anglican 
Cursillo Movement.. The 
workshops, worship and 
spiritual guidance from Bp. 
Ian Palmer (Bathurst 
Diocese) and Rev. Steve 
Niland created some 
amazing discussion. 
The huge uplifting 
experience was the NQ 
Diocesan Ultreya which had 
an amazing response. We 
were blessed to have a large 
attendance from people 
from many areas of the 
Diocese along with our 
interstate and Brisbane 
Diocese visitors. Our 
Witness Speakers were 
Glenda Sherlock who led 
the Women’s 1 in NQ, 
Craig Ray who was a team 
member from Men’s 1 
followed by Guido & Jenny 
Poggioli who attended 
Men’s & Women’s 1. They 
spoke of their journey with 
Cursillo.  The Spiritual 
Response from Bp. Bill was 
inspiring and thought 
provoking. 
Judging from the wonderful 
singing we certainly praised the Lord 
with great gusto, in song and prayer. 
Attendees were young, old and lots 
of in between.   
Very important is our next activity 
which is at St. Peter’s, Kewarra 
Beach, Cairns. 

They are hosting an 
Ultreya at 2pm, 
29th September, 
2018 thanks to Rev. 
Elisabeth Daniels. 
It is a wonderful 
opportunity to 
bring a friend along 
and show them the 
delight that is 
Cursillo, and 
encourage them to 
attend a weekend. 
We are looking for 
expressions of 
interest for 
candidates to attend 
a Cursillo weekend. 
 

Marcia Hyde  
 

SEPTEMBER, 2018 Page 3 R E E F   &   B E E F 

CLIVE’S CORNER 
Rejoice in the Lord Always. 

Jesus was about to make the one 
supreme sacrifice of himself that would 
render the sacrificial system of the old 
covenant obsolete. When that happened, 
God would have no further need for the 
worship system of the temple. 
The temple was reaching its use-by date; 
it had to go. Roman soldiers got the job 
of demolishing it (they were expert 
wreckers). As the temple burnt in AD70, 
the gold melted and flowed down into 
the cracks between the stones. 
Scavengers saw the gold in the cracks 
and prised the stones apart to get the 
gold. No stone was left on another, as 
Jesus predicted would be the case. 

 

From Life, Blood and Love by Clive Brook 

I am writing this from Seville Mercy 
Centre which has accommodated 
National Secretariat Cursillo 
(NatSec) extremely well. They also 
catered for our Celebration Dinner 
for the 20 years since Brisbane 
Diocese brought Cursillo to the Nth. 
Qld. Diocese. Extravagant 
Hospitality is Seville’s claim and 
they most surely live up to it. 
NatSec met from 24-26th August 
which included the opportunity to 
meet Cursillistas from NQ at the 
Diocesan Ultreya at St Margarets, 
West Cairns and celebratory dinner 
on Saturday. 
I have attended four NatSec meetings 
to date and have found each one very 
uplifting spiritually along with the 
networking that improves our 

 

The 20th Anniversary Banner 
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young women who can no longer cope 
with their stilettos. These services are all 
free! We also patrol in pairs in distinctive 
uniform purple vests with radios and 
simple first aid supplies, interacting with 
patrons along the way; keeping an eye 
out for any one ill, at risk or in difficulty, 
averting sexual assault and easing 
tensions and, on occasions calling police 
or ambulance as situations require. 
Maintaining numbers for shifts has been 
a challenge at times. However we now 
operate a system of 'on the job' training 
for Observers to Trainees to Full 
members and having been awarded the 
State Government “Safe Night Precinct” 
tender, we are now able to remunerate 
our chaplains which has meant that one 
member is able to move back to shifts 
from taxi work, and will undoubtedly 
encourage others. 

The theological basis of this ministry 
comes from Jesus' story of the Good 
Samaritan, which tells of a stranger who 
reached out to one in need, regardless of 
race or creed, whether he had brought the 
trouble upon himself or deserved care. 
While we do not prosletise, we 
understand we are there “to preach to 
Gospel at all times, and if necessary, to 
use words.” 

Keith McCollim 
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North Queensland's 
Street Chaplaincies 

There are chaplaincies operating in 
some of the larger centres across North 
Queensland that aim to improve safety 
for people on the streets around nightclub 
precincts in the hours between 10pm and 
4am on Friday and Saturday nights. 
These groups are operated by Christians, 
many of them Anglicans, as well as 
others from the wider community who 
are willing to work within a Christian 
ethos. Over coming issues we will bring 
you their stories. 

This is Mackay's story. 
The Rev'ds Keith and Ann McCollim, 

mentored by a chaplain from the young 
Townsville group, and with the support 
and backing of many Anglicans and 
other Christians from Mackay's churches 
made a start in mid-2011 with public 
meetings held at Holy Trinity  Church 
and followed by six weeks of Monday 
evening trainings. In early December, to 
ensure we were on the street for the busy 
Christmas-New Year period, Mackay 
Street Chaplaincy was launched by the 
Mayor, Dierdre Comerford with the 
backing of Queensland Police and 
Ambulance Services, Mackay Regional 
Council's City Safe Committee, a local 
community radio station, representatives 
of sponsors such as Dalrymple Bay Coal 
Terminal, other community organisations 
and members of the general public. We 
began by covering Friday nights but were 
soon asked by QPS to move to Saturdays 
and have continued to do so covering 8 
hours every weekend for almost four 
years. 

What do we do? We give out cups of 
cold water, lollipops and offer a friendly 
listening ear at our Rest and Recovery 
tent; we provide chairs and a camp bed 
and basic first aid and thongs for the 

From the editor’s desk: 
Another year, another Prime Minister! 
In one of my newsfeeds on Facebook (Royal Families) there was a 
report of Queen Margarette of Denmark on her annual summer holiday. 
There she was in flats, a plain skirt and a top with a basket over her arm 
doing her own shopping in the local weekend market. Apparently she 
does this every year when on holidays, and the locals, even though they 
know she is their Queen, just let her enjoy being a “normal” person 
while she is on holidays.  
When I saw this, I began to wonder if we put too high expectations on those who are our 
leaders. In the old terms, we “put them on a pedestal” and from that height the fall can be 
devastating. Is this why we can’t keep a Prime Minister for the whole length of their 
elected term? Do we expect too much from them and are so critical of them when they 
don’t either live up to our expectations, or not do what it is we think that they should be 
doing? 
This month, we farewell our Bishop. And then we begin the process of discerning who it 
is that God has chosen to succeed him. (As an aside, perhaps we should stop talking about 
“electing” a bishop. After all, it’s not really our choice. The Synod is charged with 
discerning God’s choice, not choosing for ourselves.) In all this though, let’s not put too 
high an expectation on what we expect of our Bishop. The place of the Bishop is amongst 
the people, not on a pedestal from which the fall could be mighty indeed.              Kenneth 

PATRONAL FESTIVALS IN 
September and October 

In your prayers, please remember the 
following parishes who celebrate their 
patronal festivals in the next two months 
 

September 
14th Holy Cross Babinda 
  Saibai Island 
15th John Oliver Feetham Cardwell 
21st  St Matthew Malanda  
  Mundingburra 
29th St Michael and All Angels 
  Georgetown 
  Injinoo 
  Millaa Millaa  
 

October 
4th St Francis White Rock 
(Gordonvale) 
18th St Luke CATSIM 
  Mount Isa 
  Sarina 
  Weipa 
31st St Aiden Pentland 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
OCTOBER EDITION 

is September 25, 2018 
eMail to nqdiomag@gmail.com 

or post to 
The Editor 

PO Box 1032, Mossman, 4873 

AMUA MOMENT 
My AMUA Provincial Conference 

Experience – end of Day 1. 
Conference Theme: Befriend 

 

So far at this Conference I have been 
tested Spiritually, Mentally and 
Personally. 
Spiritually: By reading from John 15: 
13-17. 
Verses 13-14: Greater love has no man 
than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends. You are my friends, if you 
do what I command.” 
Also teaching on the purpose of the 
Holy Spirit; my God given gift to 
support me on my daily journey. 
Mentally: Well, I have had my mind 
stretched far more than in any other 
day in the past month. 
Personally: I have been able to express 
myself to those around me; have come 
to know my Table Buddy Margaret, 
who by chance, just happened to be 
sitting next to me at my table called 
“Buddies”. 
Through these experiences I feel I 
have grown, thanks be to God and the 
Holy Spirit through the love of Jesus. 
Helen Mullan, 
AMUA Mackay District. 

The North Queensland AMUA contingent at the 
Regional Conference in Rockhampton 


